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SFrilrral Sureau of Inuestiption ■ 
llttf tetk States Department of Jluitire 

IDaafjfnpton, D. C. 

February 24, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSOH 


< ■* 


There is attached hereto an alleged authentic 
likeness in the form of a drawing of Jesse James, together 
with an article which appeared in the March, 1939 issue 
of the National Police Gazette, which is the first of a 
series of articles which deal with this notorious character. 


This article relates that Hollywood producers, 
directors and would-be historians should bow their heads 
in shame at the production of the current picture "Jesse 
James". ... 


( 


V 




It is noted that a mimeographed copy of the 
entire original article can be obtained from the editor 
of the National Police Gazette for the amount of 25#. 
This complete article will be secured from the Police , 
Gazette for inclusion in the Bureau Library at once. 


Respectfully, 



L. B. NICHOLS 
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May 5, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 
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Reference Is made to the writer's memorandum of 
February 24, 1939, regarding the obtaining of photostatic copies 
of the original article on the "Life and Death of Jess^ames," 
which appeared in the/ National Police -Gazette,. on May 13, 1882, 


Hr. Tolson 

Hr. Nathan . 

♦ 

Mr. E. A* Team. 
Mr. Closer 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Crawl 
Mr. Egon 
Air. Foxworth . 
Air. Glavtn . 

Air. Herbo . 

Mr. Looter. 

Air. McXntire 
Air. Nichols 
Air. Quinn Tamm 

Air. Tracy 

Mias Gandy 


f . 


Y 


Copies have been obtained, and one copy is attached 
hereto enclosed in a Library binder together with the story of J 
Jesse James as it has appeared thu s far in Inst allm ent form" in 
the Police Gazette during March, April and May, 1939. The other 
rcopy is attached hereto for the Director. 


Respectfully, 






L. B. Nichols 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 


/ Hear Sir:- 


“xi 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, B. C 

Is the old time Jessi^ames still aliwtf ttia «•* ^ere 
w pc } iere in this place a man who claimed to he the original 
jlmes. He exhibited himself at a picture show here. ... . 

I talked with him at a hotel here. for 9 T ®^ “ h ?“?> he 

outlaw Kml of IfodW? Sid, and he talked , li ke 

he^was telling honest facts within his.gxper i en^^ ■ ^ 

I never did dream that I would ever see\Jessip E ^jQeg_,p flll nr 
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I know that you are in touch with all such, 
glad to hear from you about this, and thank lngyou- 
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Tour letter of torch 10> 1949, 'Am '»•« ' r ««f W 

Jn r«pone» to your inquiry , &ha Encyclopaedia ; ; Britannica 
indicates that J^SAS-£oodsx>n ^ali&es, the notorious American ipfe 
outlaw, woe born on September 3, 1847, in Clay County? 

Missouri, Be be earn e the leader 4/ the Vanes -band” of banb^h-^i^U 
and train robbers, tn 1867, and as the result of a $10,000 
reward off ered by Governor Crittenden of Missouri for hts 
capture dead or alive, two members of his own .band turned 
tro itors and shot and instantly killed * ' 

St» Joseph, Missouri , April 3, 1882 , 
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TJNION, Mo.i March 10 (AP). 
A Missouri circuit Judge today 
dismissed <J. Frahk^Palton^ re- 
quest to beknown as Jem^Wopd* 
sonfjames — the notorious outlaw 
of 70 years ago* 

Lx ending a one-day hearing, 
Judge Ransom A.' Breucr gave a 
crowded courtroom a brief oral 
sermon in home state .pride. He 
said for 25 years in the last cen- 
tury the James gang went unap- 
prehended and Missouri had be- 
come known as a place— 

“Where criminals run at large 
id go unapprehended.*' 


r . 


idfe’s Advice' 


He said if the 102-year-old Dal- 
m really is Jesse James let him 
“retreat to his rendezvous and 
ask his good God to forgive him/* 
If Dalton Is not James, Judge 
fireuer added, he is “trying to 
perpetrate a fraud/' • 

But, the 80-year-old judge said, 
“there is nothing for this court 
to pass on here/'. 

Judge Breuer noted that Dal- 
ton's petition asked that his name 
be "changed” to Jesse Woodsbn 
James. But, the judge pointed out: 
-“If Dalton was James in the 
old days and has never had his 
name legally changed, it's im- 
possible to change his name back 
to what he already had/’ 


Several Support Claim 



The white-haired old .flu 
feeble but cantankerous, claim. _ 
In court he was the real Jesse 
James. They brought him In on 
a stretcher. ' r ‘ j 

History records that James was 
killed by a member of his own ; 
gang back in 1882. 

Dalton asked (he court to re- 
store what he contends is his real 
name — Jesse Woodson James. 

He had several old-timers to 
back him up, and one after an- 
other testified that he was Jesse, 
a map they personally, knew back 
when he led a band of bank and 
train robbers / 7 < < . . , 

Dalton broke his hip two years 
ago. That's why he was on a 
stretcher. . - - V. ‘-r. •>. • j .-r; 

■ Jesse H. James of Los Angeles, 
who says he is the son of the out-, 
law, opposed Dalton's claim on 
the grounds that it was not made 
“in good faith and was prompted 
for the sole purpose of eliciting 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C, 

Re: J, Frank Dalton 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

The enclosed petition was filed in 
the circuit court of Franklin County Missouri and 
Jesse E^ylatnes of Los Angles, son of the historical 
JesseT^Kas retained me to represent him in the case. 

Your department issued a news release 
about two years ago, as I ■, recall, in which you 
stated that Jesse Woods oh^James had, been found to 
be dead. Would you kindly “advise me as to the basis 
upon which your findings were made. If you have 
any photostatic copies of any information of value, 

I shall be grateful foi* your assistance. 

The Pinkston Detective Agency handled 
the case in 1882 end/lj would like to locate their 
files. Can you render 5 any assistance or give me any 
suggestions? I sl^dpld also like to have any historical 
data upon J, Frank Dalton, the Oklahoma outlaw. 
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Of equal importance with the above stated purpose is wy 
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San Be^Vdino, California 
A^ast 18th, 1964' * 
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Dear Mr .Hoover; 


V’ ■ 

E #• -> 


I will cone rieW d ?S'toe“oilt.i a wo U 14 like^S tac^o^iS 

in a^w2rin^them“ y ° U °° Uld help me 0Ut ia way “^.Hoover, > 

The first question is: Was "Pretty noy"Flord killed back in 1934? 
^ ^ ave k® ar <l to sides to this story about "Pretty Bov** 

livad’Sd ■Jfh t f at 1 Sl„ wa S.- k i 11 ^ y'BI's.tke anothS tSt he 

loy“FlSrd died? 1960,Whlch 13 the true way ia which “Pretty 

dessHSl! in e i948 n i;« a ? J ^ ra ^ k ^lton,the man claiming to be 
aame§ ^ 1^-8* Jesse James r I have hear that the Lav/ton 

?nrt 1 £h=,£ e +S ted to the story, which came out -in nay, 1948. 

^deral Ru^L^t 1118 and birth record to toa O 

Ki e , ra i 5^®^ °J Investigation in Washington.! would like to X 

&£ Sf ^ ves tigation found out about ? 

unis man, if it isn't too much to asked. X 

r don£| give^St^ha^kiSI o£ a £ $ h<> P ^ era J Bto3a « °f Investigatio 
wouldn'l hunt tn t™ Ji n 5.°f ^formation, but I told them that it 
T o iw ? ? unt t0 t0 out, those two questions. So this 

J- ^ ave wrote to you Mr. Hoover. Hoping you can help in any I 
way that you can.May God Bless and keep you alway^? P 7 ' 

Youns^tnuAW 
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San Bernardino, California 92408 
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Your letter of August 18th has been received. 


> 


With respect to your first question, on October 22, 
1934, "Pretty Boy" Floyd was located on a farm by Special Agents 
of the FBI and officers of the Fast Liverpool, Ohio, Police 
Department. Floyd elected to shoot it out and was mortally wounded 
while resisting Federal arrest. 
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In connection with your other inquiry, I would like to 
point out that our Identification Division operates by specific 
Congressional enactment and is a repository for identification data 
transmitted to it by lav; enforcement agencies. The FBI serves merely 
as a custodian of such data, and the records contained therein, are 
considered to be the property of the agency which transmits the 
information. Consequently, this Bureau has no material available for 
distribution relative co the J. Frank Dal ten yen mentioned. You may 
be interested in £^0 \v tellilu encyclopedia references report that 

Jesse Woodson Jr... cs was killed at St. Josc-th, Missouri, on 
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I hope you will - of interest. 
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Enc. 

The Story of the FBI 
Know your . . . FBI 

Cooperation— The Backbone of Effective Law Enforcement 
Fingerprints — The Infallible Means of Personal Identification 
The FBI Laboratory 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 

The information concerning the death of '’Pretty Boy” Floyd was 
taken from the notes in ’’The FBI Story" by Don vVhitehead. The 
information concerning the claim of J. Frank Dalton to be Jesse 
Janies is contained in Bufile 62-26471. This file indicates that 
Dalton filed a petition in January, 1950, in the State of Missouri 
to c ha nge his name to Jesse Y/oodson James, claiming he was the 
real Jesse James, the notorious outlaw. This case was dismissed 
by a Missouri circuit court judge on the grounds that if Dalton was 
James in the old days and had never had his name legally changed, 
it was impossible to change his name back to the one he had already 
had. The outlaw's son contested Dalton's action, charged that Dalton 
sought publicity as a tourist attraction. The fingerprints of Jesse 
James, with alias, J. Frank Dalton, were submitted by the Lav/ton, 
Oklahoma, Police Department on 5-21-48. This fingerprint card 
showed that Dalton was born September 5, 1347, sx Goliad, Texas. 

-■ Encyclopedia references show that Jesse Y/oodson James was 
born at Centerville, (now Kearney) Missouri, in 1847, and that he 
died at St. Joseph, Missouri, on April 3, 1882. 
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BY:PS 

9-156 


Jfehtral ^urcmt of 


JcpariraMtf a 

Boom II 4 O 5 
370 Lexington A 
Hemr York, N. Y. 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
TJ. S, Department of Justice, 
Penrylvania Avenue at 9th St., N. 
Washington, D. C. 


W., 


* , < n 

s . f. 


December 





A ^ , 


Be: UNKNOWN /SUBJECTS 
JOHN D. gROCEEFELLER 
Extortion 


- Victim 


Dear Sir: 


>er aavea 


December s ar ® transmi ^ed her ewith 

December 5, 1935. addressed to me by 

30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City. 

J0hir ^ oc ^ e ^eller, Jr. I am al oririnnl* 


Mr. John D. Eockefeii P t^ SeS these letters w ere addressed to 
were forwarded from there to*the 0 ??^ B ?\/ h * Florida » 611,1 sa ®e 

Hi concerning VIZZ Z^Zy^MP 

Hn^: titute a Feaerai -*«» . 

• . , \ji^ 

The letters have been handled by numerous persons. " 

of ascertaining whether any father for the Pcfpose 

father action will he SLlX'VZ' 
th thi 5 particular natter in the absence of ZZZZT ” 


• ** c ’■? 
• , * ( 



y 

6^J J , 



ncr 9 ft , 0 ^ R* WHITLEY 
UtU 4 Special Agent in Charge 


REGISTERED 


i / 


RECORDED i T 


cc : Jacksonville (with end.) \YV^' ^ 



fid p "/.*!•* • /,ii 



VESTIGAiiuN 


DEC. 1^*1 


1 1 




^ 




’■* *. ■ m 1 
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